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PREFACE

——

Ir -is necessary to say & fow words il preseriéii
odition of Pandit Gobindananda’s ** Baves Krys 3k
treats of the religions ceremonies and shiorifiaed, Wi
is required to perform during the comsiie of ‘the:y#
works of thesame series are * Krya Kaumudi,” *.
¢« Sraddha Kaumudi” and “S8uddhi Kaumudi ;" all ¥
“Krya Kaovmudi” of which there is only one -in:
available in the library of the Asiatic Society of B
being ocollected and edited by me under the p
aforesaid Sooiety. e

Three manuscripts of the * Barsa Krys Ksumudi " i
in the foot notes as “w,” “w ” and “®x” have been
the present publication. L :

The first belongs to the library of the Sanskrit Col
cutta, and the other two, $o that of the Asiatic
Bengal. I have principally ado the reading of ¢
it.appears to have been urg lly copied and there-
“ clerical errors ” in it. But in some places the readingdf
manuscript seemed obscure and in these cases, the ather swo:
to be used. .

The present work falls under the category of §mrits :(g
nances), and embraces within the compass of o single volum
the religions sacrifices and rites ibed in the Castras fo
house-holder during the course of the 12 months of the year.

The exact date on which the book was composed cannot I
ascertained with aco . The aathor does not specify it any~
wheve in the book ; but there are internal evidences to show tha
it was composed after the first quarter of the 16th Century:
He speaks of his father Ganapati ta® and deseribes him ag.
great scholar, learned in all the Castras, & great astronomer,
an orthodox Vaishnava. o 4

Gauapati Bhatta was a famous astronomer of the age and ia

‘the suthor of a treatise on astronomy called “ Yoliema#i.” '!g

S Wifrvegdty et et
Mfecvgrivged oot |



ighed in.the 4618th year of the “ Kaliyuga”. as appeat
fie following sloka which concludes the wark :—

" eanytratd 1 ¢4 ¢ e steayd
W R watRt et |
wqhta o TR faTfia-

e wmatafeoufontt etfagdtamatyg 1

The sloka means that the celebrated astronomer Ganapati Bhatta

who is reputed for his learning, compiled “ Yotismati ” in the

4,813tk year of the Kaliyuga, i.c., 390 years ago.

. Both the adjectives WAy and WE show olearly that the

kthnr must bave attained & ‘mature age before lie finished the
‘egmpilation. It may also be remarked that the title wg in those
ﬁu used to be generally awarded to scholars reputed for the .
'g:v!nndi of their learning. Making an allowance of 25 yearsl

tween the age of the father and the son, we may arrive at the con-

glusion that Gobindsnanda wrote his works nearly 360 years ago, ¥
“or at about 1540 A.D.

Barsa Kritys has been quoted by Raghunandans Bhbatta-
ﬁ;:rjys in his “ Malamasa Tatwa” in the “Chaturmasya Brata
Ffakarana (wrgwiemuswcy) and Krya Kaumadi in the * Ahniks,
Tagwa" Snans Prakaraua (Wifgwmw wravgcy).

- ,'l‘haageoi Raghunandana Bhattacheryya's works has been
"determined to be after 1580 A.D. Though the two Savants were
dontemporary scholars, the fact of one guoting the other clearly
roves that therejwas a difference of 20 or 25 years between the
-time. of their wllka; this also goes to establish the date of
© Gobindananda’s gforks at about 1540, A.D.
He lived i Jfne village of Bagri in the District of Midnapur.
nodox Vaishnava as appears from invocations® in
' " £ his book. Some of tlfe Pashchatya Vaidikas of
, the Gav -'iami% assert themselves to be descended from
kﬁn&‘p’a.« Bi uta. Pandit Haran Chandrs Tarkabagis of Bagri

¢ wwrwn frgwragca sy feeTfiratom |
TRy renfiw o
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ﬁi
who supplied me with the date of “ Yolismak™ Giaoeh ik Gl

from Ganapati Bhatta as follows :— -
1. Ganapati Bhatta. . 1. Obiranjeeba. -
; 8. Gobindananda. ~ 8. Prans Ballava,
8. Basudeva. .9. Basudeva.
4. Kabi Karnapura: 10. Ramabari.
5. Daibakinandana. 11. Rama Tanu.
6. Mahadeva. . 12. Harana Chandra.

He also gives the name of Allala as.the uncle of Gobindanaunads,
while others say that the former was his brother. The well-knowa,
Pandit Panchanana Tarkaratna of Bbatpara, is eleventh in descent:
from Allila. I may also add that my father Pandit Nandalal
Nyaynratoa id descended on his mother's side from Alldla.

" "So far about his date and genealogy ; now I shall try to give &
brief survey of his work. The present work begins with the month:
of Baisakha, and goes on with the other months in order, giving &'
detailed description of the rites and sacrifices enjoined on the four
castes for the propitiation of the gods and the maunes, and also o
detniled account of the various forms of vows (W) all the year
round. It gives rules for the observance of those rites and deters
mines the particular dates and times assigned for the same. '~ !

The different opinions on those subjects, and the authoritative’
texts bearing nson ench of them have been thoroughly dis-:
cussed, and sound and reasonable eonclusions arrived at. .The'
divine services in counection with the worslip of Basudeva, Kili,
?urgls, and other gods and godesses have been given there in

etail. .

The new method (Www) of determining the lunar month

(WrgaTS) is perfoct, and shows rare intelligen”_ and insight on the
'§).
part of the author. & 2 e .

All kinds of =9 hive been dealt with - borately, while
texts from Tantras (Wm) to which. they refer , *‘e heen freely
quoted. The author is a master of his subject, tr, s ~ .cinutly,
and arrives at sound conclusions. e e

Now that the peouliarities which characterise the work have
been placed before the reader, I shall turn to one of the important

ints of my task and try o show the salient points of dilference
g::weon Gobindananda and bis contemporary Ragbunandanas,
who is looked upon at the preecent time as the sole suthority in-

matters appertaining to the religious and social duties of ev
houuhold:r in Ben gl. i

I append a table below showing the instances in which the
. two savants differ :—

Raghunandana says: Gobindanands says:
(1) On the Dasshars ({RY) (1) On the Dasshars dsy



,'bihin‘g is eficacions in the

tex only.
{8 Pbe soyona(lenp) of
+ figie Hari (Rwfowwery) may be
7 -obwerved under certain circum-
. méanoes in any of the five Tithis
‘_hf'q_inning with Sukla Ekadasi
" {eg®) in the month of
Asharha,
. -, (8) 1f the auspicious time for
performing the faRtadY yreit s
ooeurs on two days, it should
mot be celebrated ou the day in

which TwERY occurs.

(4) Kaliyoga began with the
fiall moon ( ) in the month
of Chandra magha (qtwg wyw).

(5) It is inauspicious to look
at the moon on chaturthi (wyglf)

inStm Bhadra (QhcwT%) even
if she rises in Tritys (witwr).

K

(6) Religious injunctions as
well as prohibitions on account
of Ymfw Sankranti should be
striotly observed only during
the auspicious moments due to
the same,

(7) Rambha Tritya (wmeitwr)
in the only one of the Tritya
Brathas which may be observed
in the day conjoined with the
Diwitya tithi, when the auspi-
cious time for performing &o
same falls on two days.

* (8) Even it the Jayanti Joga®
(wwe@x) does not oocur in the
(wwml) Janmasthami night,
the divine servicesin connection
with the birth of Sree Krishna

"2 ® When the sstarism
of the dark fortuight of Sravana.

Gobindanands says:
bathing is efficacious in amy
stream whatever. .

(2) The sayana (sleep of Sree
Hari should not be observed in
any other Tithi except Sukla
Dwadas (¥IgRY) in the month
of Asharha.

(3) In such a case the ww
should be celebrated on the day
in which (T¥RCRY) ooccurs.

(4) Kaliyuga began with the
new moon (WWIWI) of the
same month,

(5) 1t is inauspicions to lonk
at the moon on Chaturthi (wggeY)
or Panchami (wy#) in Saura
Bbadra (VYcwi%) only when
she rises in Chaturthi wgef.

(6) Religious injunctions
should be observed during the
suspicions moments ouly, but
pwphibitions apply to the whole

of -that day (w¥raiv).

(7) Aukshoya Tritys (Wwew
afMwr) is the only one of the
Tritys Brathas which can be
80 performed.

(8) In such a case the divine
services are to be performed in
the Asthami tithi (wy@ fafle)
morning.

of Rohini is visible in the midnight of the (WEHY)



Raghunandana says :
shonld be performed in the
midnight.

(9) Thereis fywwfufyy’ (com-
pulsory injunctions, the non-

- folfilment of which is sinful) in

the breaking of the fast on
docount of WITERY.

10) One suffering from de-
filement (wwiw) should only
bathe in the river during the
period of an eclipse.

(11) A man incurs sin if he
observes fast on account of IW-
¥ Ekadasi when it is preceded
by €w&! Dasamion the very day.

(12) One should take his vows
(9yw) for the due performance
of a religious rite always on the
morning of the previous day.

(13) All the four castes have
a right to perform ths Bhisma

Tarpana (Wwady).

(14) BathingonceintheMaghi
Saptami ( Wrftew® ) morning
would serve for both the Magha
Snans (wWiwwtw) and Maghi
Saptami Snana (WritewRww).

(9) There is no Arew i
qficder in the bredking of 4
fast. (Tn this case the nanful

- ment of #he injunctions is ok

sinful, but its violation is-pyo+"
hibited.) . PP"

(10) During the period ﬁ;
eclipses, even if ove is suffering
from defiloment w¥iy he should:
bathe in the river, make giftd-
and perform the sacrificial rités
to the manes.

(11) In some cases one may
observe the fast on account of

TeTERt Ekadasi on such & day.

(12) Teking vows (Wyw) to
observe a fast on account of the
Tt Ekadasi should be per-
formed on the previous even-

ing.
713) “ Sudras ” have no right
to the same.

(14) The two bathing ocere-
monies are to be performed

separately.

" The table speaks for itself. Ome cannot however help ob-
serving the great intelligence displayed by these expositors in
arriving at conclusions of their own from similar and various
authoritative texts. As to the soundness of the conclasions we
maust leave them to experienced authorities to judge.

. Govindananda’s commentaries on Yufquwfu®® (Prayaschittwa
Bibeka) and wmwrw (Jatakarnava) sre first rate works.

It will not perhaps be out of place here to euquire why

a religious teacher with so much to recommend him, did not



sibher in bﬁmﬁu.mm
p veryfanto seek. Baghunaindinh
which at that period was jusily
light and learning, and: he himseif
A tial sections of Brahmins in Bengal
?ﬂr following than ,Govindanands
gha lived'in an obsoure village and belonged
N influential section.
Jras in nearly all places mentioned the sources
wi.ihe ' texts bearing upon .his subject, ‘but in
oes not refer to them by name, but is simpl
pXpressions as * some say ", or “ others say.”
4481f was perhaps not sure of their authorship,
from memory, or perhaps they were too
sie, However, after careful study and much
beeded in finding out the sources of some, and

editing this book I have not only used the three
pés mentioned above but have consulted authorities like
“Madhabacharyys, Sulapani, Madanapals, Bachaspati
W -Bagirdasndana, Rayamukuts, Kamalakars Bhatts, and
% ntive mpih. like, Agastha Sanghita, Tantrasars, Saradati-
% the dadex, an slphabetioal list of the Slokas relating t-
ral rales and laws have been added. .

oomelusion, I must thank the Asiatio Society of Bengel for
ol ‘permission wooorded to me for editing this valuablc

: @!-Mmmw Mahamahopadhoys Harsprasa'
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